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 Dates To Remember:  

Nov. 10        Family Math Night  

Nov. 12        Interims Go Home 

Nov. 23-27  Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

 

 
 
 

N OVEMBER 2009 PTA N EWSLETTER 

Gobble, Gobble, Gobble 
Can you believe it; we are already in the month of November!!! All of 
our Maggie pups are just making leaps and bounds and we are so 
proud of each and every one of you. Keep up the good work!  

 

Our òCrazy for Coinsó Coin Drive was a huge success. Thank you to 
everyone who brought in their coins. OUR SECOND GRADERS WERE 
THE WINNERS!!! They get to come to school in their uniforms but 
get to wear crazy socks, crazy hats or even do their hair crazy.  

Pawsome job second grade! Look for our next coin drive in March.  

 

Our Red Ribbon week was lots of fun. The kids really enjoyed wear-
ing different things for each day. They also learned about being drug 
free and making smart choices. Once again, our Halloween parties 
were fantastic and having all grades participate on the same day was 
a success. Thank you to all the room moms for doing such a great 
job!!! 

 

Our Book Fair was in October and we want to thank Joanne Santos 
and Jennifer Bohn, our Book Fair Coordinators, for all their hard 
work. Thank you to the many volunteers that helped them out. We 
have some wonderful volunteers here at MTE.  

 

For the month of November, remember that our Thanksgiving holi-
day break is from November 23 -27. We hope everyone has a safe 
and enjoyable Thanksgiving.  

 

December 5 th  will be our Breakfast with Santa here at school. Your 
childõs Square 1 Art will be available for purchase and pickup that 
day. Please come out and enjoy your Breakfast with Santa and also 
have your childõs picture taken with Jolly Ole St. Nick!!! December 
17th  will be our Christmas parties for 1 st -3rd  grade. Hope to see you 
there.  

Kelly and I would like to thank everyone on our board for always giving 110%. We feel we 
have the best PTA in St. Tammany. They give their time to help make Magnolia Trace a bet-
ter place for our kids. If you havenõt joined the PTA or would like to get involved some way, 
please feel free to call myself, Tonya Ulfers at 626 -4647 or Kelly Daniels at 251 -259 -
6321. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Tonya Ulfers and Kelly Daniels  

Co-Presidents  

Magnolia Trace Elementary  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2   Scientist in 

Residence 

3   Scientist in 

Residence 
 

PTA Board 
Meeting 
9:15am 

4   Scientist in 

Residence 
 

Morning  
Meeting 

1st Grade 
 

Isabellas & Bops 
Night 

5  Scientist in 

Residence 
 

Spaceport & 
VooDoo BBQ 

Night 

6  Scientist in 

Residence 

7 

8 9   Scientist in 

Residence 
 

Square 1 Art  
Orders Due 

 
Ground Pati 

Night 

10 Scientist in 

   Residence 
 

Family Math &  
Reading Night 

6:30pm 

11   Morning  

Meeting 
2nd & 3rd Grade 

 
Triple Nickel Night  

12 
Interims  
Go Home 

 
Sonic Night 

13 
 

PTA Popcorn 
 

PTA Newsletter 
Deadline 

14 

15 16 
Bartee Art 

 
Jukebox Diner 

Night 

17 

Bartee Art 

18 

Bartee Art 
 

No 
Morning Meeting 

 
Sicilys Night 

19 

Bartee Art 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 

Bartee Art 

     

Thanksgiving Holiday 

26 



     Magnolia Trace is enjoying fall and the holiday excitement it generates.  
Between now and the new year we expect to receive a wonderful grant from 
ÏÕÒ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ ×ÉÆÅȢ  3ÕÐÒÉÙÁ *ÉÎÄÁÌ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ Á ÇÒÁÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÅÒ 
foundation of 6 Promethean Boards, installation, training, and accompany-
ing laptop computers.  A year ago last spring, our school was chosen by Gov-
ÅÒÎÏÒ *ÉÎÄÁÌ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ ÍÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÈÉÓ ÂÕÔÔÅÒÆÌÙ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢ  7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÂÅȤ
cause of the wonderful outdoor classroom gardening program we enjoy at Magnolia Trace.  While 
we were there, Mrs. Jindal and her daughter joined us in their garden, and our children showed her 
daughter how to dig and plant properly.  Our kids were invited into the mansion for a private tour, 
and were invited to play on the private playground in the back yard.  Mrs. Jindal chose our school 
because of our terrific test scores, and because she remembered the science knowledge and good 
manners our kids brought to Baton Rouge.  This grant is valued at $33,000.00.  When all installa-
tion is completed, Mrs. Jindal is coming to our school to see the Promethean Boards and to visit 
our butterfly garden.  This is quite an honor for us.  I will let you know when she will be coming to 
our school. 

     Magnolia Trace faculty, staff, students, and PTA have chosen the KidSense playground for our 
community project this year.  This playground will be installed between our school and Lake Har-
bor.  It will be the second such sensory playground in the U.S.  It is designed to meet the needs of 
students with sensory or attention difficulties, but will be enjoyed by all students for years to come.   
Please help us raise the funds to get this playground built for our students.  We will have several 
fundraisers throughout the year to support this worthy project.  It will make a profound difference 
for many of our children. 

     )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ ÓÏȢ  *ÕÓÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÉÓ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ  
The easiest way to get to our website is to go to stpsb.org, click on Schools at the top, click on 
School Directory, then on Magnolia Trace.  Once you get to our webpage, just add it to your favor-
ites.  Weekly overviews, monthly newsletters, PTA Pacesetters, cafeteria menus, and slide shows of 
our special events are all on our website.  Check it out! 

     Magnolia Trace often has guest speakers come in to tell our children about real life experiences.  
We recently had the firemen and fire trucks at our school for an exciting up close teaching experi-
ence for our children.  These guest speakers and assemblies that support our curriculum often 
make learning come alive for our students.  Teachers list special speakers or programs that are 
ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÖÅÒÖÉÅ×ÓȢ  )Æ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÏÐÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁȤ
tion, please let me or your teacher know in writing. 

     We are having a great year at Magnolia Trace.  Our children are soaking up knowledge at a phe-
nomenal rate.  It shows in our test scores!  Our teachers are dedicated to providing the best possi-
ble education for your children.  Your support and partnership help us make this happen.  MTE, 
where our mission is to Motivate, Teach, Engage. 

 

Melanie Edwards 

From the Principalõs Desk 
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2nd Grade  
 

We have been eagerly awaiting the fall season and all of the fun activities it brings.  

We attended a frightfully entertaining PTA meeting.   Oktoberfest in Covington was a huge success and 
the weather was delightful. Thanks so much for all of your support with this project.  Our first science 
lesson with Mrs. Bartee was a big hit. It brought eager eyes searching for critters and algae in water 
samples. It was very hard to contain the enthusiasm as students traded peeks in each others micro-
scopes looking for that special critter.  We are very happy to see the science program back.  The class 
Halloween parties were spooktacular and were enjoyed by all.  Thanks to all of the parents who helped 
to make them so successful.  We hope you have a very safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday.  

1st Grade  
 

Fall has been a fun and fast -paced time for first grade. We had a great time on our first field trip to 
the Insectarium!  

We had a super first scientist in residence lesson about the outdoor  pond with Mrs. Bartee. The chil-
dren loved buying all those books at the Book Fair. We will be taking lots more Reading Counts quizzes! 
We had a blast at our Halloween parties, too. We are looking forward to the first grade Pow -Wow com-
ing up soon! As you can see, we have been doing all kinds of things and weõve got lots more to come! 
Thanks to all of you who continue to support our school.  

3rd Grade  
 
 
October was a hoot!  The Parish Fair was fun and our Magnolia Trace booth placed second.  The stu-
dentsõ artwork was inspired.  Hope you went by to check it out.  We enjoyed the fire safety puppet 
show put on by our dedicated firemen.  They reaffirmed safety rules and gave all of us a free firemanõs 
hat.  Our first grading period has come and gone.  The children took home their first report card, with 
a new format.  The PTA Spooktacular Third -grade Performance was a òterror-ificó triumph!  Cameras 
were flashing to record the students in their òspookyó costumes singing their version of oldies like 
òMonster Mash,ó òWitch Doctor,ó and more.  As usual, with the help of our super volunteers, our Book 
Fair was an awesome achievement.  The students had fun choosing new books and games.  The parents 
and grandparents used the occasion to purchase great Christmas and birthday gifts.  Red Ribbon Week 
was an excellent way to dress -up, show-off, and remember our allegiance to remaining drug -free.  The 
students were able to wear red hats, crazy ties, team jerseys, and jeans with red shirts during the 
week as participants in the war against drugs.  On Friday, the students dressed up as their favorite 
story book character and celebrated with treats at a Halloween party.  It was frighteningly fun!  
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Library  

News 
    Thank you to all of our volunteers during Book Fair.  It was a great success!  This money will buy 
books to replace the ones we have sent to and still need to send to Marigny School.   

 

    We are off to a great start with our òDive Into Readingó theme.  In August, September and October 
students heard books on:  Coral Reefs, Vacations by the Water, The Water Cycle, Pirates, Oceans, and 
Why the Ocean is Salty and Blue.  Books to come in November are all about Water Sports: Boats, Sail-
boats, Jet Skis, Surfing, Wakeboarding, Diving and Submarines.   

 

    We are always in need of VOLUNTEERS!  Volunteers can read to students, put books away, check 
to see if a book is Reading Counts, put stamps on books, etcé. There is plenty to do in the library.   

 

    We have ended our 1st Reading Counts Session.  Congratulations to all students who have already 
won great prizes.  Keep reading and letõs see if we can reach our goal of 55,000 points.  We already have 
10,000 points.  WOW 

 

Thanks,  

 

Denise Cortez  
MTE and MES Librarian 


